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Homecomers Sing Gayly
As the Philadelphia
Brings Them In.
SILK CLAD IN STEERAGE
And Women, 16 to   a Cabin,
Took Turns in Sharing
the Berths.
SHIP   GUIDED   PAST   MINES
Halted by Torpedo Boats Out​side   Queenstown   Harbor and by a Cruiser Here.
WARM    WELCOME    AT    PIER
Relief    Committee    Formed    Aboard Cares for the  Penniless—Criti​cisms of Ambassador Page.
The Philadelphia of the American line, carrying the first American refu​gees to leave Europe after hostilities began, arrived at Pier 59, North River. at Eighteenth Street at 10:20 o’clock last night, with 703 cabin passengers and 309 steerage. Of those in the steerage 198 were American citizens, many of whom under ordinary conditions trav​eled In the first cabins of the best trans​atlantic ships, but they were glad to get to America under any conditions. Ordi​narily the Philadelphia accommodates about 450 passengers, so even those pos​sessing cabin tickets were crowded be​yond any idea of comfort.
As the ship proceeded up the river 2,500 persons who had procured pier cases and 500 more outside the gates set up a great cheer, which was answered by the Philadelphia's passen​gers, every one of whom was lined as close as possible to the rail. The ship's band struck up " The Star-Spangled Banner," and the throngs on land and water joined in singing the anthem. As the ship docked there was another out​burst of cheering that lasted for sev​eral  minutes.
The Philadelphia left Southampton at 11:20 o'clock in the morning a week ago yesterday and stopped at Queens-town, which she left at 3:43 o'clock last Thursday afternoon. She was escorted out of Southampton by a British tor​pedo boat and immediately the harbor was closed to commerce, thus making the Philadelphia the last ship to leave that port
     Stopped by Torpedo Boats. 

After the torpedo boat escort had left the Philadelphia. Capt. Arthur R. Mills. her commander, said last night, two French torpedo boats and four sub​marines hailed her. One of the torpedo boats attempted to get alongside while the Philadelphia was in motion, but was unable to make the steamship's speed. The torpedo boat Captain gave orders for the Philadelphia to stop and Capt. Mills hove to. Inquiries  and answers were exchanged with Capt. Mills until the Frenchman was assured of the Philadelphia's destination, nationality, and cargo.
"As soon as he knew who we were," said Capt. Mills.” the French officer shouted through his megaphone, 'Passez. Monsieur.' and we went on our way."
By an arrangement of private signals the Philadelphia was admitted to the Port of Queenstown. She was chal​lenged repeatedly going both in and out by British and French torpedo boats, Capt. Mills said.
As the Philadelphia neared Sandy Hook the British cruiser Suffolk hailed her to inquire what her colors were, Capt. Mills immediately stopped the Philadelphia and waited for the cruiser to steam alongside. The English officer was assured of the nationality of the liner and wished the Americans a safe entry into port as his cruiser backed away.
After the Philadelphia had been out a few days this Marconigram reached her: " Advise passengers that a relief com​mittee has been organized to assist those in need of actual financial help when they reach home. Try to ascertain how many passengers need such help."
Relief Committee Found.
Before the wireless was received a relief committee had been organized on the ship and had found that fifteen of the passengers were in actual need of help. All were taken in charge by the ship's committee after the Philadelphia had docked. The committee was com-posed of:
"Charles Plankinton of Milwaukee, Chairman: Martin Vogel, Assistant United States Treasurer at New York; William H. Porter of J. P. Morgan & Co, Thomas F. Gilroy, son of the late Mayor Gilroy of New York; Leroy W. 
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PHILADELPHIA IN WITH WAR REFUGEES
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Baldwin, President of the Empire Trust Company; Judge Thomas L. Fritter of New York. Bishop Hartley, Roman Catholic Bishop of Columbus, Ohio, and the Right Rev. J. W. Atwood, Episcopal Bishop of Arizona.
The voyage across the ocean was made in six days and nine hours at an aver​age speed of 19.01 knots. But for delay due to fog Capt. Mills thought he would have reached his pier yesterday after​noon.
The Philadelphia arrived at Quarantine at 8:50 o'clock last night, and the pas​sengers "seeing America first." gave a cheer. The ship's band played "America," and they joined in the sing​ing. Every one aboard was on deck, and the eyes of all were fixed on New York.
Every one was put into good humor by the customary procedure under excep​tional circumstances of the quarantine inspection. According to rule, all of the steerage passengers had to line up and pass in front of Dr. Joseph J. O'Connell, the Health Officer of the port, but there was more amusement than business to the Inspection when well-dressed men and women wearing silks and leading children in costly clothes passed by the health officer. Dr. O'Con​nell said he had never seen such “high class" steerage passengers.
But many of the steerage passengers said after they had landed that they had fared better than some of the cabin voyagers. When the Philadelphia left Queenstown she had 600 first-class pas​sengers, but 103 who were then in the steerage were able to change their tick​ets on the way over and joined those in the cabin. There were no cabins for them, however they, with fifty others, had the run of the ship's quarters as​signed to cabin passengers, and they slept wherever they could. The boatswain and stewards gave up their rooms to the passen​gers; but this was not enough. Many had to sleep on cushions in the smoking room, the saloon, the parlor, and, in fair weather, on deck.
Many of those who arrived on the Philadelphia were wives without their husbands, husbands without wives, and others separated from those with whom they had been traveling. There was Mrs. Albert H. Wiggin, "whose husband, the President of the Chase National Bank, arrived last week on the New York. Several women were in Germany separated from their husbands, who had left them on business trips when the war broke out. They received telegrams from their husbands to get out of the country and go to America the best way they could.
A large number of the passengers had little baggage. There was scant room for extra trunks on the ship, and, be​sides, many persons had to abandon their personal effects when leaving the Continent. Some of the women left ex​pensive Paris gowns behind, and others sailed without necessaries, being able only to get to  the ship themselves.
Collector Malone met the Philadelphia down the bay and accompanied her to her pier. He took personal charge of the work of the customs officers. He was present also, he said, to meet John Wilson, a cousin of the President.
Every one on the Philadelphia spoke in the highest terms of her officers and crew, from Capt. Mills down. Every​thing was done, they said, for their comfort. The passengers had to be fed in three squads, and this kept the chefs and stewards busy practically all of the time, yet not one of them com​plained, and the service was excellent at all times.
As far as effort on the part of the ship's men could go, the passengers said, comfort was provided. All inconveniences were due entirely to the crowded condition of the Philadelphia, for which Capt. Mills received praise rather than blame, as all wanted to see him bring as many persons home as possible.
Ambassador Page Censured.
Speeches denouncing Ambassador Page for alleged indifference to the condition of Americans in London were a feature of a mass meeting of Americans at the Waldorf in London on Aug. 4, accord​ing to Joseph K. Ellenbogen, a lawyer, of 220 Broadway.
"Even before the meeting many Americans had complained that when they sought Ambassador Page they re​ceived the reply he was attending a function or a tea," said Mr. Ellenbogen. "When the meeting was called, at which nearly all the prominent Ameri​cans in London were present, it was found that Ambassador Page was not there and that he had sent a Third As​sistant Secretary to represent him.
"It was moved that the United States Government be requested to send trans​ports for Americans stranded abroad and that Ambassador Page be censured for failing to give proper attention to the serious condition of stranded Amer​icans in London. Some one explained that Ambassador Page was detained by very important business, but the man who had proposed the resolution jumped to his feet and said:
" 'What could be more important to the American Ambassador than this meeting, which means so much to all the Americans over here? '
"The motion was not put to a vote, although many Americans were very much incensed over the treatment they had  received.
"I engaged passage on four boats to make sure of getting one, but none of the four sailed, and I was lucky to get a chance to come over on the Phila​delphia. Sleeping accommodations in the wireless room were sold for $250, and that price prevailed for a chance to sleep on the floor in the barber shop. The Captain was offered $10,000 for his cabin, but he refused it and turned it over for nothing to John A. Wilson of Franklin, Penn., a cousin of the Presi​dent, and Mrs. Wilson.
"American paper money was worth almost nothing. Manuel Schwartz, a Baltimore furrier, could not buy six rail​road fares from London to Southampton with a $50 bill until he found a clerk at the railroad office who came from Joliet, Ill. Schwartz offered the clerk the $50 for the tickets, worth $9, and the clerk finally managed it making $41 by the transaction.
"At Southampton a British officer took charge of the vessel, steering us in and out and doubling on our tracks to avoid the mines and to conceal their position. The British warships we passed cheered us and we cheered back. Along the coast searchlights played on us from the forts. A French warship stopped us. After a conversation with our Captain the French Captain said 'All right,' and the French crew cheered us and shouted 'Vive 1'Amerique! ' while 'Vive la France!' came back from all parts of our ship."
Women's  Money Gave Out.
Mrs. Blackmore of Cincinnati, who with her sister was traveling through France, was turned out of her hotel, with hundreds of others, when the call to the colors came. The two women managed to reach Calais and they boarded the Philadelphia at Southamp​ton. The journey by rail from Paris to the coast was unusually trying, for the cars were crowded to the limit and Mrs. Blackmore like hundreds of other women, had to stand during all the jour​ney.
"If traveling by rail was bad, the Channel crossing was a hundred times worse," said Mrs. Blackmore. "There was no room in the interior of the boat. Every foot of space was occupied and the decks were crowded. We had to stay In the bow of the boat—it was the only place we could find. The sea was unusually rough and the water broke time after time over the bow. You can imagine our situation, and by the time Dover was reached we were wet, tired, and almost sick from the strain and worry."
Mrs. Blackmore lost all her baggage, and to add to her difficulties, her money gave out. Fortunately, she had tickets which carried her and her sister to London. There they were assisted by the Embassy.
Another traveler who was mighty glad to get back to his native land was Thomas Gilroy, son of the late Mayor Gilroy. "Mr. Gilroy sailed from New York on June 18 on the Imperator, intending to journey leisurely through Europe. 
While in London Mr. Gilroy said he met young Mr. Armour of Chicago, who told him. he said, that the British Gov​ernment had ordered all Armour sup​plies for the army and navy. He had been-, given carte blanche orders for all that the Armour plant could ship to England. Mr. Gilroy said that before he left Germany pork had gone up from 10 to 40 cents a pound. Petrol had ad​vanced $1 a gallon.
"The American traveler stranded abroad will have no trouble except in Germany and Switzerland," said Mr. Gilroy. "It is true that Switzerland had no part in the war, but she is in a pe​culiar position. She must depend upon the countries that surround her for her food supply. There appeared to be only about one week's supply of food in the big hotels when the trouble came. The hotels had to turn out their guests with​out ceremony. They were literally dumped with their baggage in the mid​dle of the road.
In Germany the American is often turned out of trains at small obscure stations. The condition of such is des​perate, especially If they do not speak the language. They cannot cable to their friends, and they cannot get money. They have to wander around and live as best they can until they are rescued by one of the representa​tives of this Government."
Took   George Widener’s Auto.
Martin Vogel, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, was one of those who took a prominent part in canvassing the pas​sengers in order to obtain a list of rela​tives or friends stranded in Germany. In order to do this thoroughly, a com​mittee of twenty-two first cabin pas​sengers was appointed shortly after the Philadelphia left Queenstown. This committee was headed by Joseph Baker Bourne of New York, and associated with him wore, among others, Alf Hay-man and Dr. George David Stewart. The names of some (KX) stranded Amer​icans were gathered by the commit​tee and the list will be sent to the State Department.
" Among those I met on the other side." said Mr. Vogel, '" was George Widener of Philadelphia. Mr. Widener had just come through great tribula​tions. He was touring France in an automobile when the war came. The car was bowling along a road about 200 miles south of Paris when it was stopped by some army officers. They assured Mr. Widener that they were sorry to interrupt his travels, but the Government needed both his auto​mobile and his chauffeur. One of the officers wrote him a receipt for his automobile, and, after removing his be​longings from the car, the officers rode off. taking the chauffeur with them.
" Finances are in a chaotic state abroad. The banks don't know where they stand and the bankers are looking to America to straighten out present difficulties."
Mr. Bourne was emphatic In his warning that thousands of Americans in Europe were in imminent and seri​ous  danger.
"They are scattered in every country," he said, “from the Black Sea to the Atlantic, from Naples to Christiania. 
In many instances they have tickets and letters of credit but these are worth​less. Transportation to the seaboard is impossible, because the trains that run carry only troops. Those persons who still have their own motor cars are liable to have them seized by military authorities at any minute.
" The Americans in Switzerland are not as safe as some have imagined, either. None of the warring countries which encircle the country will allow a particle of food to be transported into Switzerland, and a famine is sure to come among the large numbers of for​eigners who have sought refuge in the country. When I left Havre bread that normally sold at 8 cents a loaf was selling at 2.1 cents a loaf. With such conditions in France, will bread be al​lowed  to  go  through   Switzerland?
" The United States Government must take prompt action, immediate action in getting help to the Americans caught abroad—and it must be large-sized, pow​erful  help,   too."
Albert Bonner. the manager of the Ritz Hotel in Philadelphia, came out of Germany on one of the last trains to   start  for  the   Belgian  border.
"The train was crowded and there was much excitement among the pas​sengers." he said. "When we reached Verviers, about three miles from the Belgian border, the train came to a sudden stop. Before we could inquire the reason the railroad officials came through and ordered every one out. They were not going to take the risk of going any nearer the border. There we were, men, women, and children, dumped out of the train. Our baggage was brought out and piled alongside of the tracks."
William K. Porter, a partner in the firm of J. P. Morgan & Co. said that it was difficult to tell when the financial conditions in Europe would return to a normal state. American finance would improve steadily, he believed, now that the shock caused by the war was over. Mr. Porter said that it was a good thing in his opinion that the New York Stock Exchange was closed.
Actresses on the ship.
There were a number of actresses and actors on board who had hurried over on the advice of their managers. Among them was Eileen Van Biene, who is to be the
 ingénue in Klaw & Erlanger's peace play. "The Unseen Empire," the opening of which has been postponed on account of the outbreak of the war. Another actress was Amanda Hoewering, wife of August Hoewering of the firm of Felix Solomon & Co. in Nassau Street. She was a dancer in the Im​perial Theatre in Berlin and was in Lon​don on a tour of the world, which in​cluded the United States, when war was declared by England. Margaret Calvert wife of Alexander Calvert, who played with George Arliss in "Disraeli," was another actress on the snip. She came to fill an engagement with the "Kitty MacKay"   company.
Charles Kurzman of New York, who was a passenger, said that the demand for cabins by wealthy people who had no tickets or were booked in the steer​age was so great that $500 was asked for two persons to sleep on the floor of the barber's shop and $230 each for room on the floor of other cabins be​longing to members of the crew.
When the Philadelphia reached Cher​bourg a good deal of confusion was caused, Mr. Kurzman said, by the rush of people on board who had no tickets and who darted into the first cabin they saw and left their hand baggage in it regardless of the rightful occu​pants. Eighteen women and four chil​dren slept in a passageway leading from the cabin to the steerage and did not seem to mind it but they were all glad to land,  they said.
Left Paris with a Handbag

Mrs. Sarah M. Cory, an elderly widow, who had lived in Paris for the last five years, told of experiences.
"When the mobilization began," she said. “I decided to leave France and go to America. but had difficulty from the first. Finally the military authorities allowed me to purchase a steamer ticket and leave for Cherbourg with only a small handbag as luggage. When I ar​rived in Cherbourg at 11:30 o'clock at night I found that not a single hotel was open to receive guests. I had about prepared to spend the night walk​ing the streets when the manager of one of the hotels that had been con​verted into a hospital allowed me to lie down in the lobby.
"The next day 1 sought passage to Southampton, and at last got aboard a boat built to accommodate 200 passen​gers. That boat carried 500 persons from Cherbourg to Southampton, so you can imagine the comfort and safety of the journey. Luckily, I was able to get something to eat, but many of the pas​sengers went hungry on the way across the Channel.
"When we reached Southampton I met my first difficulty because I had only French money with me. I went to see the United States Consul, however, and he acted splendidly. He obtained lodging at a hotel for me and saw that I was comfortable until I sailed. I had to share a room in the hotel with a stranger, but considered myself lucky to have even half a room."
Mrs. Gory said that the good humor, among the passengers of the Philadel​phia under trying conditions had been remarkable. Men and women used to having the best of everything, she said, put up with all sorts of inconveniences without  complaining at all.
The only woman who met the Phila-delphia at Quarantine was Miss Lillian Wald, of the Henry Street Settlement,
who went to meet Mrs. Martin Vogel,
and the Misses Alice and Irene Lewisohn, who were associated with  her in
the management of the settlement in
Henry Street
Miss Alice Lewisohn said that she and    her sister were in London when war          was declared with Germany. They had prepared   to  sail   on  the  Celtic  but  had
given up the idea on the advice of a friend connected with the British Ad​miralty staff. She described the situa​tion in England as "gruesome," saying that there had been no enthusiasm in London when war was declared. The people were stoical, she said, and the labor element seemed decidedly against the war. A great demonstration was held In Trafalgar Square on the Sunday afternoon prior to the sailing of the Philadelphia, she said, at which strong anti-war sentiments were expressed.
Thinks  Husband  Entered Army.
Mrs. E. Bedeaux of 649 Riverside Drive, whose husband is an efficiency engineer associated with Morrini & Co., of Paris, who have been doing work for the French Government, had her son, five years old, with her. She said that she had been forced to sleep upon the floor of the library.
"The ship was so crowded that there was no other place for us," she said, "but I was thankful that I was able to get on board, so I could not object. My husband was taking care of some im​portant work for the French Govern​ment, and on July 3 sent me with our son to Germany to spend the Summer. He was so busy that I saw him only for one day in Paris before I left for Germany.
"When the war broke out he wrote me to get back to New York as fast as I could, and said that he was sorry, but he could not come with me. He said that he could not refuse to serve the French Government in the present crisis and was attached to the Engineer Corps. I have not heard a word from him since and I do not know if he has been sent to the front or not. My husband is an American, but was born and brought up in France."
Mrs. Thomas Harold Tucker of 607 West 187th Street, whose hus​band is a wholesale druggist with of​fices In Fulton Street, said that they were in Frankfort. Germany, when the war began. She said that her husband had gone to see some people on business and was able only to get word to her to leave for Paris as soon as possible. She left that night, and could not get word from him. She thought he was imprisoned in Frankfort, or some city near there. With Mrs. Tucker was Mrs. Stephen H. Towle of Newburyport, Mass., who is seventy-six years old Despite her advanced age, she stood the trip and its discomforts much bet​ter than many of the younger women.
Mrs. Josephine Lunn, wife of Prof. C. L. Lunn of the University of Chicago, said that she was at the Continental Hotel in Paris when the war began. She had been to the opera on July 31, the  night that Jean Leon Jaures, the Socialist leader, was assassinated, and when she returned to the hotel the police locked the place up and told the guests that they must not go out on the streets.
"There was rioting everywhere," she said, "and we did not know what was going to happen. The following morn​ing there was an outburst of hostility toward the Austrians and Germans, and a valet in the hotel went crazy. He rushed upstairs to the rooms of an Austrian Countess, who was away at the time, and despite the efforts of her maids to stop him, tore all her clothing to shreds. That morning when we went in to breakfast there were no servants, and the only thing we could get to eat was a little bread and milk. The man​agement of the hotel then asked us if we would leave, as they could do noth​ing to take care of us."
Mrs. E. L. Hamilton of Oak Park, Chi​cago, just caught the ship and was obliged to join the other women who slept on the floor of the drawing room. She said that every suite and cabin was crowded to its last inch of space and In some suites that usually accommodate two or three passengers there were from fourteen to sixteen women, sleeping upon the floors and taking turns in the few berths.
Arrives   With   Less   Than   $1.
A group composed of John H. Gre​gory, William D. Horstmann, and Burt Anthony of Rochester, New York, and an Oregon physician returned to America in the same steerage compart​ment when they found that they were unable to get other accommodations. Mr. Anthony said that he had less than a dollar in his pocket when he got off of the ship. With the other two Rochester men, he left New York for a tour of Europe several weeks ago. They arrived in London just in time to have their travelers' checks exchanged for gold, he said, and the following week met a large number of Americans who did not have a penny in cash and could not get any checks cashed. Among these were two Rochester women, to whom they loaned enough to return to America.
Mrs. Jennie Aufrichtig, widow of Alois Aufrichtig, formerly a wealthy St. Louis manufacturer, returned with her son, Albert. They were in Berlin when war was declared on Servia by Austria-Hun​gary, they said. When Germany de​clared war on Russia, they said, they were in Cologne, ready to make a trip up the Rhine. They went to a fair across the Rhine in the afternoon and on returning were surprised to find the bridge covered with German soldiers. They saw seven Russians arrested as spies at one end of the bridge. Part of their baggage is still in Hamburg.
Brings Gift to President.
John Wilson of Franklin, Penn., a cousin of the President, brought back with him the set of silver-mounted golf sticks presented to President Wilson by the City Luncheon Club of London. The set is in a black leather case bearing the monogram "W. W."
Mr. Wilson announced with a smile that he had more Summer clothes and less money than any other man on 

board.
"Our greatest difficulty in London," he said, "was due to the shortage of ready money. All the banks were 
closed, but, thanks to H. ,W. Thornton, the American General Manager of the Great Eastern Railway, we were able to get checks up to $50. Sir Albert Stalley, General. Manager of the Under​ground Railway, also assisted us."
Mr. Wilson will go to Washington to present the golf sticks to the President.
The Right Rev. James A. Hartley, Roman Catholic Bishop of Columbus, Ohio, returned without his baggage. Like thousands of other Americans he lost it in the days of excitement which followed the declaration of war. He had just got comfortably settled in a hotel at Southampton when the militia turned every one out at 4A.M. last week Wednesday. The guests were ordered to leave the hotel at short notice, as the Government wanted it as quarters for army and navy officers. So they had to dress in haste and depart to find places where best they could. The Bishop found refuge with a parish priest
Miss Elizabeth Masland of 607 Fifth Avenue lost all her baggage and had to return in the steerage. She said she was glad to get home in any fashion.
J. Brittlebank of Charleston, S. C., managed to book a berth on the Lucania, to sail on Aug. 8, but had no American money to pay the reservation deposit He went to the American Ex​press offices to get his money changed, and after standing in the crowd from 0 A.M. till 2:30 P.M. without getting within shouting distance of the window, he sold his place in line for $23 and de​cided to go on another boat
Mrs. Sallie Elliott Nicholson of 157 East 81st Street was in Cromer, Nor​folk, with her mother and two children on Aug. 1, when war was declared on Russia. She had difficulty getting checks cashed on account of the Satur​day and Sunday closing of the banks, and when Sunday night came and the evening papers reported that war be​tween Great Britain and Germany was imminent she realized that their party of four had only two shillings with which to pay a ten-pound bill. It was imperative that she go to London and get  not only a passage out of the coun​try but money enough, to settle her ac​counts. Her landlady took out £10 in gold which she had. hidden away in a stocking and advanced the sum to Mrs. Nicholson for the trip.
Troops Hold Up Trains. 

On going to London on Monday morn​ing, Aug, 3, Mrs. Nicholson found her train delayed everywhere by stops to take on members of the naval reserve. She found an enormous crowd at Cook's, but was able to get $100 on her trav​elers' checks. The only steamship ac​commodation she could get was four steerage berths on the Philadelphia.  She then found that it was impossible to get back to Cromer, as all trains in that part of England were being used for the transport of troops. In consequence she drove back in a taxicab, ar​riving at 6A.M. She took a policeman with her all the way, as she had been warned that without some such assistance she was in danger of being arrested as a spy. 

She   reported   that   London  was   full   of 
excited, cheering crowds. The whole countryside was covered  with troop trains running without lights. When the party started from Cromer to South​ampton they found that every bridge, tunnel, and railroad station was guard​ed by soldiers. At Southampton all the hotels were full; they were refused per​mission to go aboard the Philadelphia the first night, and the two women with the two children walked the streets till 1:30 in the morning, being continually followed or accosted by drunken men.
